
TRADITIONS 

As the League has come down through the 
vears. certain traditions have b~come a part 
of alllatenr radio. Best known ~o a f ew old­
time radio amateurs, the mysteries _ of the 
past Iend an unmistakable flavor to our 
present-day League work. 

Developments in radio have altered the 
apparatus used by amateurs a great deal 
in the last decade. Through all the changes 
some personalities have stood out above 
the rest, typifying the spirit of the ama­
teur. 

Tke Old Man with his humorous stories 
of ''Rotten Radio'' has done much from time 
to time to i1J1prove the morale of League 
members. T.O.M. is an odd radio char-

-



ød l'T who pots into the word.'\ thing~ t.hat we 
aII f€:"el at ~im~ but find d i~ cult of ex­
pression . Hts p1ctures. of rsd10 and radio 
amsteurs &re characten~tic and inim itable. 
Hi~ views are always refre~hing. The Old 
Men sitg in his "shack'' and refl.~t,g on the 
' 'rottenne~s" of everything. He glar,es at 
••Kitty", spitting out his grouch on all who 
care to listen. At his right hand he keep~ 
tbe sacred W ouff, H <Yng to use in punishing 
those who comm1t off enses against the radio 
Jaw. The Retty8nitch is kept within euy 
reach to use in enf orcing the princ iples of 
de~ency in operating work. Close by is 
Old BetBy, another ancient piece of radio 
apparatus (rotary gap), into which are fed 
the remains af ter the W ouff Hong and 
Rettysnitch have done t heir work. 

TRE WOUFF-HONG AND THE RETTYSNITCH 
(Photographs are not to the same scale) 

The Old Man visits the Radio Club and 
there we meet Radical, Final A uthority, and 
other radio celebrities, all easily recognized 
in any gathering of amateurs. Back num­
bers of QST refer to these characters and 
tel1 the story of their doings in a most in­
teresting way. New members will profit 
by getting back QSTs and reading all 
about them. There is much speculation in 
amateur circles about the identity of T .O.M. 
When you read QST watch for references to 
him. 

The Royal Order of the W ouff Hong is 
the rite administered at official convent1ons 
of the A.R.R.L. This mysterious order is 
· open to all loyal "brass-pounders" of the 
League. One must be initiated to truly ap­
preciate the honor. 



Many of ''the gang'' who have twisted 
the dials and pounded the key all the night 
long have automatically become ''Boiled 
Owls'' with the rising of the sun. ; 

The ''Rag Chewers' Club'' is another fra­
ternal society for members whose chief in­
terest is in making friendly conversation 
by radio. By talking with an R.C.C. mem­
ber for thirty minutes or more by radio, get­
ting him to confirm the contact by notif ying 
Headquarters and by then making applica­
tion to The Old Sock at Headquarters, you 
also may become a member of the R.C.C. 
and receive an appropriate membership cer­
tificate. 

The W AC Club is open to those 
who succeed in working all continents with 
their apparatus. A card that you have re­
ceived from each continent confirming two­
way work must be submitted to Head­
quarters to make you a W ACcer in good 
standing. The certificate is worthy of a 
place in any amateur station. 
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